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DECEMBER 2020

Amanda Geary, Superintendent

DELAND-WELDON CUSD #57
COVID-19 Guidelines for Families
The district will follow Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) guidelines as well
as use individual guidance from our local health department when managing any
COVID-related issues. As IDPH guidance changes, we will do our best to share the
updates we receive. We have outlined a few common scenarios below and have
included the IDPH Decision Tree for your information. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact the office for assistance. Thank you!
COMMON SCENARIOS
A. Any student or staff member who tests positive for COVID-19 will be required to
stay home:
a. At least 10 calendar days from the onset of symptoms AND
b. Until they are fever-free for 24 hours without fever-reducing medication AND
c. Until symptoms are no longer present AND
d. With a release letter or other form of notification from our local health
department
B. Any student or staff member who has symptoms but tests negative for COVID-19
will be required to stay home:
a. Until symptoms are no longer present
i. If fever is a symptom, the individual must be fever-free for 24 hours without
fever-reducing medication
C. Any student or staff member who has symptoms and received an alternative
diagnosis other than COVID-19 will be required to stay home:
a. Until symptoms are no longer present
i. If fever is a symptom, the individual must be fever-free for 24 hours without
fever-reducing medication
Dates to Remember
Nov 30-Dec 4 - Remote
Learning Days
Dec 21 - Jan 4 - No School

D. Any student or staff member who has symptoms without a negative test result or
an alternative diagnosis will be required to stay home:
a. At least 10 calendar days from the onset of symptoms AND
b. Until they are fever-free for 24 hours without fever-reducing medication AND
c. Until symptoms are no longer present
E. Any student or staff member who does NOT have symptoms but was a close
contact to an individual who has tested positive for COVID-19 will be required to stay
home:
a. For 14 calendar days after the last exposure to the COVID-19 case regardless
of a negative test result
i. *siblings of a close contact are no longer required to stay home and
do NOT need to be tested unless symptoms develop
Check it out!
www.dwschools.org

COVID-19 INTERIM EXCLUSION GUIDANCE1

Decision Tree for Symptomatic Individuals in Pre-K, K-12 Schools and Day Care Programs
Send home or deny entry (and provide remote instruction) if ANY of the following symptoms2 are present: Fever (100.4°F or higher), new onset of moderate
to severe headache, shortness of breath, new cough, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain from unknown cause,
new congestion/runny nose, new loss of sense of taste or smell, nausea, fatigue from unknown cause, muscle or body aches.
Medical Evaluation and Testing are Strongly Recommended for ALL Persons with COVID-Like Symptoms.

Status

A. COVID-19 diagnostic test
Positive
(confirmed case)
OR
COVID-like symptoms without
COVID-19 testing and exposed
to confirmed case
(probable case)

Evaluated by Healthcare
Provider

YES / NO

Return to School
Guidance

Quarantine for Close
Contacts?

Documentation
Required to Return
to School

Stay home at least ten3 calendar
days from onset of symptoms
AND for 24 hours with no fever
(without fever-reducing
medication) AND improvement
of symptoms.

YES

Release from Isolation letter (if
received from their LHD)
provided by the parent/guardian
or staff person, notification via
phone, secure email or fax from
the LHD to the school, OR other
process implemented by your
LHD

B. Symptomatic individual with a
negative COVID-19 diagnostic test
Negative COVID-19 diagnostic tests are
valid only for the date on which they are
collected; specimens collected 48 hours
prior to symptom onset, after symptom
onset, or while symptoms are present
are acceptable for determining school
exclusion status.
YES / NO

Stay home until symptoms have
improved/resolved per return-to-school
criteria for diagnosed condition4.
Follow provider directions,
recommended treatment & return to
school guidance as per school policies
and IDPH Communicable Diseases in
Schools.

NO

If staff/student is a close contact to a
confirmed case, the school is experiencing
an outbreak, or the LHD is requiring
validation due to community transmission
levels, documentation of a negative RTPCR COVID-19 test result is needed. In
other situations, a negative RT-PCR, rapid
molecular (rapid PCR) or negative antigen
test is acceptable.

1 Based on available data and science, schools must make local decisions informed by local context in consultation with their local
public health department. This chart should be used in conjunction with the Public Health Interim Guidance for Pre-K-12 Schools and
Day Care Programs1 for Addressing COVID-19.
2 New onset of a symptom not attributed to allergies or a pre-existing condition.
3 Severely immunocompromised or severely ill: may need to isolate for 20 days as per guidance from the individual’s infectious
disease physician.

C. Symptomatic individual
with an alternative diagnosis
without
negative COVID-19
diagnostic test

YES

Stay home until symptoms have
improved/resolved per return-toschool criteria for diagnosed
condition4.
Follow provider directions,
recommended treatment & return to
school guidance as per school
policies and IDPH Communicable
Diseases in Schools.

D. Symptomatic
individual without
diagnostic testing or
clinical evaluation
Individuals may move to
Columns A, B, or C based
on results of diagnostic
testing and/or clinical
evaluation.
NO

Stay home at least ten3
calendar days from onset of
symptoms AND for 24
hours with no fever (without
fever-reducing medication)
AND improvement of
symptoms.

NO

Household Member (e.g., Siblings,
Parent)5

If testing is not performed due to the
clinical judgment of the healthcare
provider, a medical note is needed to
return to school/day care
documenting that there is no clinical
suspicion for COVID-19 infection and
indicate an alternative diagnosis with
exclusion consistent with this
diagnosis

After the ten-day exclusion,
a note from parent/guardian
documenting that the ill
student and/or household
contacts are afebrile without
fever-reducing medication
and symptoms have
improved

E. Asymptomatic
individual who is a close
contact6 to a confirmed
or probable COVID-19
case

NA

Stay home for 14 calendar
days after last exposure to
the COVID-19 case.
If COVID-19 illness develops,
use the ten-day isolation
period3 guidance for a
COVID-19 case from the
onset date. Testing is
recommended.
NA

Release from Quarantine letter (if
received from their LHD)
provided by the parent/guardian
or staff member, LHD notification
via phone, secure email or fax to
the school OR other process
implemented by your LHD

4 If the individual has been identified by public health for quarantine or knows they are a close contact to a case, the 14calendar-day quarantine must be completed.
5 Consider quarantine for other close contacts if there was poor adherence to social distancing or use of face coverings.
6 Contacts to close contacts of a case do not need to be excluded unless the close contact becomes a confirmed or probable
case.

Rev. 10/27/2020 Interim Guidance, Subject to updates
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The Board Minute
The Board of Education met in regular session on Monday, November 23, 2020, the following items were discussed and/or acted
upon.
The consent agenda was approved as presented.
Wyatt Summers was recognized for receiving a scholarship to Parkland.
Kendall King from King’s Financial presented to the BOE about bond refinancing options.
Alycia Brockman addressed the BOE regarding her concerns with communication between the school district and community.
Bill Schmidt addressed the BOE regarding his opposition to the Random Drug Testing policy.
In-person instruction and remote learning was discussed. Although everyone agrees the best learning takes place when our students
are in person, it was decided that we would stay remote until December 7th. This decision was not made lightly. We are thinking
about the safety and well-being of all of all of our staff and our students.
The tentative levy was placed on review
Press Plus Policy 106 was placed on review.
The BOE will post for the position of Board Secretary internally. This person will be responsible for taking notes during BOE meetings and reporting minutes to the Unit Secretary. This will allow for all board members to be able to be fully present and take part in
every aspect of the board meeting. This person will be excused from closed session at all times.
Our next BOE meeting is Wednesday, December 16, 2020.

-Mrs. Geary
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Teaching Kindness
Reduces Bullying

Literature is a powerful way to help teach
kids social-emotional skills. Check out
these books that encourage kindness:
Ordinary Mary’s Extraordinary Deed
by Emily Pearson
Kindness is Cooler, Mrs. Ruler
by Margery Cuyler
The Invisible Boy
by Trudy Ludwig
The Potato Chip Champ
by Maria Dismondy
Each Kindness
by Jacqueline Woodson

Instead of teaching children what NOT to
do, teaching them what they CAN do is
important to create change. Teaching
and encouraging kindness is related to
many of the following positive outcomes:
Happy Children! There is a natural
good feeling that results when we
do an act of kindness even if it’s
small. Happy and compassionate
children do not have a need to
bully others.
More friends. Feeling like they are
accepted and liked by peers is
usually very important to children
of all ages. Kindness increases our
connections with other people on
a deeper level.
Improved academic success. The feel
good effects of being kind help
increase children’s concentration
and memory, which greatly
impacts learning.
Better mental health. Acts of
kindness increase serotonin
levels, the natural brain chemical
that improves mood. Have a
consistently unhappy child?
Encourage them to look outside
themselves and be kind to
someone else.
For more information about why kindness
is important, check out this article:
http://www.edutopia.otg/bloh/teachingkindness-essential-reduce-bullying-lisacurrie
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This year our school was not
able to hold our annual in
person Veterans Day
Assembly due to COVID 19.
However, our students and
staff worked together and
found a way to hold a Virtual
Assembly to honor all
Veterans, their families and
loved ones. If you would like to
view the Virtual Assembly
press control and click here . (or https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKeeVtxz21A&feature=youtu.be)
November in the Library
November is one of my favorite months in the library! The theme of focus for library lessons this
month was THANKFULNESS in honor of the Thanksgiving Holiday. Some of the books featured for
read alouds this month include:

Annual Turkey Disguise Contest
Every year the library holds a Turkey Disguise Contest inspired by
the book “Turkey Trouble”. In the story turkey has a problem - it is
almost Thanksgiving and he is trying to avoid being served for
dinner. Can turkey disguise himself well enough to stay in the
barnyard and off the table?
If you would like to listen to the story “Turkey Trouble” press control
and click here ( or https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=TzUS7UHXsd8)
Students were given a blank turkey page and tasked with the
challenge of disguising their turkey well enough to save him from
Thanksgiving dinner. All students who participated will receive a
prize when we return to school! Press control and click here to view
all student turkey submissions (or shorturl.at/kwzC8)
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FREE MEALS

2020 High School
Yearbooks are in!
Get yours today
$25

Contact the high school
office or Mrs. Kirkton

Virtual Music Program
The Music department has been
busy preparing for a virtual
concert this year. Links to the
concert will be posted and
shared with parents. Watch for
more information in December.

DeLand-Weldon is participating in a state
program that allows us to provide FREE
breakfast and FREE lunch to all school age
children in the District and the community.
This includes both those attending face-toface learning or remote learning and those in
the community who are not enrolled in our
school district.
If your child attends school in person, no
arrangements need to be made. Your child
can sign up for lunch or breakfast as usual
and meals will be provided at no charge.
If your child does not attend D-W or is
participating in the remote learning program
and you are interested in receiving meals for
your child(ren) , please contact the building
secretary at 309-928-7691. Dana, in the
elementary building, is ext 1026, or Jessica, in
the high school building, is ext 2023 or e-mail
to dvinson@dwschools.org or
jmaxwell@dwschools.org. Meals for students
not attending on campus will be distributed
on Mondays at 9:00 a.m. for a week at a time.
For periods of time when we are on a full
remote learning schedule, please call the
school office to be put on the meal list. More
instructions on meal pick up will be given at
that time.
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Pre-K News
Voting Pictures:
1) Signing in to vote
2) Voting
3) Tallying votes

Our class took time to remember veterans.
We learned veterans worked hard to keep
us free, so we can come to school. We
made flags to pay tribute to them. Thank
you, veterans!

November was a busy month in Pre-K.
We voted for a class president. Our
candidates were Mickey, Minnie, and
Goofy. There was a narrow margin between
Goofy and Minnie, but Minnie claimed the
victory by 2 votes.

Our classroom became a refuge for
turkeys. Students and their families helped
by disguising the turkeys. They'll be hiding
out until Thanksgiving is over!

DeLand-Weldon Elementary Menu
December 2020
1

*= Pork Product
**= Chicken Product
***=Turkey Product
B=Bread
V= Vegetarian
7

Cocoa Puff Pastry
Bar
1) French Toast Sticks w/
Sausage**
2) Chicken Patty on Bun
Fruits & Vegetables
Tater Tots, Red Pepper Strips,
Diced Pears

8
Breakfast Pizza***

1) Pancakes w/ Sausage
2) SB&J w/ String Cheese (V)

Fruits & Vegetables
Tater Tots,
Apple Slices, Fruit Mix

14
4=
==
=

Banana Muffin
w/ String Cheese
1) Popcorn Chicken Bowl
2) Hot Dog on Bun***

Fruits & Vegetables
Baked Beans, Apple Slices, Diced
Peaches

1) Rotini w/ Meat Sauce
2) Chicken Patty on Bun

1) Bacon Cheeseburger*
2) Chicken Nuggets w/B

Fruits & Vegetables
Steamed Carrots, Variety Fruit

22

Apple Cinnamon Muffin
w/ String Cheese
1) Meatloaf w/ Gravy w/B
2) Hot Dog on a Bun***

Oatmeal Chocolate
Chip Bar
1) Sloppy Joe Melt
2) Popcorn Chicken w/B

Mini Blueberry Waffles
1) Tony’s Cheese Pizza (V)
2) SB&J w/ String Cheese (V)
Fruits & Vegetables
Steamed Broccoli, Variety Fruit

Fruits & Vegetables
Green Beans, Variety Fruit

18

Chef’s Choice

Chef’s Choice

Chef’s Choice
1) Macaroni & Cheese w/B (V)
2) BBQ Rib Sandwich*

Fruits & Vegetables
Refried Beans, Variety Fruit

23

Fruits & Vegetables
Steamed Broccoli, Cucumber
Slices, Pineapple Tidbits

11

17

1) Chicken Nachos
2) SB&J w/ String Cheese (V)

Strawberry Nutrigrain Bar
w/ String Cheese
1) Tony’s Pepperoni Pizza*
2) Grilled Cheese Sandwich (V)

Fruits & Vegetables
Mashed Potatoes, Fresh Grapes,
Applesauce

Fruits & Vegetables
Baked Beans, Variety Fruit

16
Chef’s Choice

4

10

Cinnamon Cream
Cheese Bagel
1) Hot Ham** & Cheese on Bun
2) Chicken Nuggets w/B

Fruits & Vegetables
Steamed Carrots,
Fresh Oranges, Diced Pears

Chef’s Choice

21

Sausage Pancake
Wrap***
1) Bosco Sticks w/ Marinara (V)
2) SB&J w/ String Cheese (V)

9

15

Fruits & Vegetables
Golden Corn, Variety Fruit

3

2

Fruits & Vegetables
Baked Beans, Variety Fruit

24

1) Tony’s Pepperoni* Pizza
2) Fish Sticks w/B
Fruits & Vegetables
Steamed Broccoli, Variety Fruit

25

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!!
28

29

More info…

30

31

*Due to current shortages,
menus are subject to
change.

All Students continue
to eat reimbursable
breakfast and lunch at
NO CHARGE!

More info…
Breakfast

Breakfast & Lunch

WG Cereal & String Cheese, Fruit &
100% Fruit Juice offered daily!

Fat Free Chocolate &
1% White Milk offered daily!

December 2020
Cocoa Puff Pastry

Sausage Pancake

Bar
1
1) French Toast Sticks w/ Sausage**

Wrap***
2
1) Bosco Sticks w/ Marinara (V)

2) Chicken Patty on Bun
3) Pepperoni Pizza*

2) SB&J w/ String Cheese (V)
3)Meat Lovers Pizza
Fruits & Vegetables

Fruits & Vegetables
Tater Tots, Red Pepper Strips, Diced
Pears

Breakfast Pizza***

71) Pancakes w/ Sausage
2) SB&J w/ String Cheese (V)
3) Sausage Pizza*

8

Banana Muffin
w/ String Cheese
1) Popcorn Chicken Bowl
2) Hot Dog on Bun***
3) Pepperoni Pizza*

Fruits & Vegetables
Tater Tots, Apple Slices, Fruit Mix

Chef’s Choice

14
1) Rotini w/ Meat Sauce

2) Chicken Patty on Bun
3) Sausage Pizza*

Fruits & Vegetables
Mashed Potatoes, Fresh Grapes,
Applesauce

9

Cinnamon Cream
Cheese Bagel
1) Hot Ham** & Cheese on Bun
2) Chicken Nuggets
3) Meat Lovers Pizza

Oatmeal Chocolate
Chip Bar
1) Sloppy Joe Melt
2) Popcorn Chicken
3) Cheeseburger Pizza

10

Fruits & Vegetables
Baked Beans, Variety Fruit

Chef’s Choice

Fruits & Vegetables
Green Beans, Variety Fruit

Chef’s Choice

15
1) Bacon Cheeseburger*

16
1) Chicken Nachos

17
1) Macaroni & Cheese (V)

2) Chicken Nuggets
3) Pepperoni Pizza*

2) SB&J w/ String Cheese (V)
3) Meat Lovers Pizza

2) BBQ Rib Sandwich*
3) Cheeseburger Pizza

Fruits & Vegetables
Golden Corn, Variety Fruit

21

Apple Cinnamon Muffin
w/ String Cheese
1) Meatloaf w/ Gravy
2) Hot Dog on a Bun***
3) Taco Pizza

Baked Beans, Apple Slices, Diced
Peaches

Fruits & Vegetables
Steamed Carrots,
Fresh Oranges, Diced Pears

Chef’s Choice

3

Fruits & Vegetables
Steamed Carrots, Variety Fruit

22

Fruits & Vegetables
Refried Beans, Variety Fruit

23

Fruits & Vegetables
Baked Beans, Variety Fruit

24

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!!!
28

29

30
*Due to current shortages,
menus are subject to
change.

31
All Students continue to
eat reimbursable
breakfast and lunch at
NO CHARGE!

DeLand-Weldon 6-12 Menu

Nutrigrain Bar
4 Strawberry
w/ String Cheese
1) BBQ Chicken Melt
2) Grilled Cheese Sandwich (V)
3) Cheese Pizza (V)
Fruits & Vegetables
Steamed Broccoli, Cucumber
Slices, Pineapple Tidbits

Mini Blueberry Waffles

111) Spicy Chicken Patty
2) SB&J w/ String Cheese (V)
3) Cheese Pizza (V)
Fruits & Vegetables
Steamed Broccoli, Variety Fruit

Chef’s Choice

18
1) Spicy Popcorn Chicken
2) Fish Sticks
3) Cheese Pizza (V)
Fruits & Vegetables
Steamed Broccoli, Variety Fruit

25

BREAKFAST
WG Cereal,
Muffins,
Cinnamon toast,
String Cheese,
Fresh Fruit and
100% Fruit Juice
offered daily!
BREAKFAST &
LUNCH
Fat Free
Chocolate Milk &
1% White Milk,
and 100% Fruit
Juice
OFFERED DAILY
AT LUNCH
French Fries
Bread w/ Butter

*= Pork Product
**=Chicken Product
***=Turkey Product
V = Vegetarian

DeLand-Weldon C.U.S.D. #57
304 East Illinois Route 10
DeLand, Illinois 61839
www.dwschools.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

DECEMBER

